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What is a Business Improvement District?
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» A defined area within which the local business community work together to collectively invest in

projects and services to improve the business environment
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» An independent business-led ‘not for profit company committed to delivering services additional to

those provided by public authorities
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* A fair and transparent ‘levy’ on all eligible occupiers within the BID area, complemented by additional

voluntary contributions from other stakeholders including property owners and developers
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» A ballot with a majority ‘YES’ vote required, both by number and rateable value, for the BID to be

implemented
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What could a BID deliver for Southside?
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The Southside BID will deliver the changes and improvements that you and other businesses in the area
identify as priorities.
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Here are 10 reasons how businesses in Southside could benefit:
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* New and repeat customers - promoting the area, its attractions and events
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 Improved visitor experience - making the area brighter, cleaner and safer — day and night
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» Good for business - reducing crime and anti social behaviour, helping to attract and retain staff
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* Positive brand and profile - capitalising on development and investment opportunities in and around the
district, e.g. New Street Station
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* Proactive local management - dedicated Southside Manager and Street Wardens
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» Effective business ‘voice’ — business led partnership with resources and influence
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» Added value — BID projects and services guaranteed additional to existing public sector expenditure
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* Fair and inclusive — modest payments and no ‘freeloading’
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 Transparent process — developed by business, delivered by business, decided by business
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* BIDs are successful — 3 in Birmingham city centre and over 90 across the UK
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Where is the BID?
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The map shows the proposed BID area for Southside. It is proposed that only properties with a rateable
value over £10,000 will be asked to pay the BID levy.
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Proposed Southside BID area
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Why should | pay more?
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Although your business rates are collected by the City Council, it is Central Government that receives
the proceeds. You have no control over how this money is allocated and spent. The relatively small
additional BID levy you would pay will be 100% reinvested in the Southside area by your BID Company.
In addition, the BID can seek voluntary contributions from other stakeholder businesses and
organisations with an interest in the Southside BID including property owners and developers.
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What happens next?
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Detailed proposals will be prepared over the next few months and we will be consulting you further. We
hope to finalise the final BID Proposal document by summer 2010 and then invite you to cast your vote
in Autumn 2010. We are currently compiling a contacts database of the 300+ businesses in the BID area
who will have a vote. Each of these businesses will be contacted directly.
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